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Sylvia Makes an Effort to Learn of Her
Fathers Affairs Before He Died But
Jerry Kirk Knows Nothing of Any
Estate That Was Devotion
to the Two Orphans Causes the Girl
to Feel it More Than Ever Her Duty to
Marry Moun 4
taineer Gives Her More V

i

Time to Decide V f M

LeftHis

HimThe f
+

THE SYNOPSIS

Bylvis Weaver and her sixyearold
brother Dunny are on their way to
Tamarack in tho mountains of West
where father once lived and where

to marry Jerry Kirk a middle
friend of his On the train she

Allan Kennedy and a mutual love springs
Into being though loyalty her
lips The train is snowbound en route
and la visited by Kirk bringing provls
lone He soon discovers that Sylvia loves
another and they defer discussion of their
affairs until she Is settled In Tamarack

A great attachment springs up between
Dunny and Kirk Finally they Tam
arack and still Kirk delays to bring up
the subject of marriage and Sylvia spends
many eloepless nights torn between loy-
alty and love After three weeks she
roes to the postofflco and there finds two
letters for her The first Is from Kirk
who bad gone to a nearby camp to meet
his partner Asa Craig The other was
from Kennedy and both letters an
nounced the proposed call of the writer
Both came the same day and SjVrla sees
them both one after the other Kirk
gives the girl further time and then has
his jealousy aroused by a meddlesome eW
woman who tells him of Sylvias

with Kennedy In the meantime Dun fc

ny acquires a burro that had left to
die and in his efforts to aid the beast
lie makes the acquaintance of Tld Flack
a cobbler In the evening Sylvia has tour
callers all of them suitors and then
sets busy

Copyrlrht ISM by Philip Verrtll MIghels

CHAPTER IX Contd-
It must be awful answered the

girl pausing in her work to look at
Dole of whom she had heard as one
of two living men who had ever sur
vived a Journey down the flume from
the top of the mountain It Is very
very steep down the hillside I be-

lieve
Steep echoed Dole and he turned

exceedingly pale in recollection of the
ride he once had taken Steep Miss
Weaver Tho water cant run fast

enough to follow a timber down that
steepest placel

Quite true Miss Weaver assented
Thomas King in his way of dignity
Ive often thought I should like to

try that ride myself
Dunny liked Mr King for this re-

mark He liked the gentlemans spirit
of adventure Indeed as he looked at
the visitor and studied him carefully-
he childish stirring of emotions
come upon him one by one

At first there was awe of a man who
could think of trying that ride In the
flume then there was fascination
chiefly centered on the mans
head so smooth and glistening in the
light Finally compassion was excited

Quietly the grave little fellow walked
around and viewed Mr King from the
rear He found that the desert waste
of hairlessness extended far down the
posterior slope of the visitors dome

Yes Mr King was saying Ive
tried bucking horses Miss Weaver
and rather liked the sensation I near
ly in a large balloon one
time I have jumped off a house and
In fact Miss Weaver I rather crave
the perilous

By this time Dunny could endure
the pressure of feeling within him no
longer He went up softly behind

and placed his tiny hand on the
large bare pate which he patted
soothingly

Poor old bald head he crowed
Poor old bald head
For a second consternation seemed

to petrify the entire assemblage In
cluding Mr King who was morbidly
sensitive concerning his hair Then
his three husky friends who had come
to spark abruptly exploded So did
Mr and Mrs Hank

Mr King shot suddenly up from his
chatr his hand clapped fiercely In pro
tfcUuir on ms head He purple
with emotion made one wild de
descent upon his hat whore it hung on
a rack and bolted for the door

CHAPTER X
CONCERNING SYLVIAS FATHER
Despite the fact that during tho fol-

lowing week she was troubled with
one admirer loss than usual Sylvia
Weaver was far from being contented
Her affairs with Jerry were disturbing
a settlement of her doubts and ques-
tionings seemed oven more remote and
Impossible than before

Jerry Hd come to see her only two
or three times and on each occasion
had cautiously avoided all allusions to
their halfunderstood relationship-
She thought It a part of his pan to
avoid the subject for a month she
felt there was something sinister lurk
ing behind his behavior-

As a matter of fact the man was con
Rumrd by impatience He toyed her
more deeply more strongly than
Bnth the tenderness and passion of his
feeling with every day In
his fiercer moods he could readily have
slaIn a rival with his hands yet his
generous emotions of protection and
care succeeded his stronger moods with
exalting refining certainty He was
trying to forget that day of Kennedys
visit but his nature was a battle
ground on which emotions fought
Dally however he fet he was gaining
on Sylvias sense of acceptance

He was jealously watchful sensitive
and suspicious however on the

provocation He watched her alert
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yet there was nothing concerning
himself he would not at any time have
sacrificed to add to her personal happi-
ness BO long aa such a happiness did
not Involve another man

Doubtless something of Jerrys ar
guments or feelings of ownership con-

cerning herself and little Dunny crept
upon Sylvia by any of those subtle
Invisible antennae of a womans In-

tuition Howsoever It was that she
caught them the thoughts in his mind
were more or lull clearly presented to
her understanding and they nettled
her nature She began to fret over

new day that added ties of ob-
ligation between herself and the moun-
taineer

She had to the West on his
money she was living here now by his
provision He was kind In a hundred
ways of sincere and wholly unconscious
service he never by any chance per-
mitted her to think he held her In his
debt he was Jolly loving and Indul
gent to Dunny who gave him a fend
little heart of affection Yet rebel

ly
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lion of on indefinable nottobelocated
sort was in her being

She wished her feeling could be
changed the honestly prayed that
something more than mere friendship
might be engendered between herself

and this splendid man But a number
of elements Interposed and seemed t i
make it all Impossible

First there was this dependence
helplessness beneath his fostering
care She wished to be free of this
free to choose as her mind and heart
should prompt

Then there was Allan Kennedy The
all she could do would not suffice to
drive young happiness out of her
heart so often as thoughts of Allan
were astray In her mind And these
were constantly rushing with new
ways of Joy throughout her being-

In her dreams she and Allan met
very often where the tree stood guard
above their tryst and she granted him
kinder looks and words at parting than
she had In fact Her heart was out
with the birds whensoever che forgot-
to keep It strictly home and tho song-
It would sound was a paean to a mate

These mingled feelings were upon
her as she worked one morning In the
tiny garden at the front of the house
Sunshine seemed to come In ever In-
creasing impulses out of the sky It
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lay upon the earth as gold In etsena
gold made breathable and sweet

The air was barely astir as Jt
moved about like fragrant presence
visiting newsprung shoots of green
and encouraging the tender leaves
upon the trees

Chickens were doing their best to
carol of comfort and content Deli
cate young summer had como a week
before her actual time and all the
world was giving her welcome

A shadow felt on Ji where
Sylvia was kneeling the looked up
quickly and beheld Kirk smiling
down upon her In gUilness H looked-
so big and wholesome and good that
she could not resist the answering
smile that came to her eyen More-
over Nature was naming all things
sweet of temper and brotherly of
thought

Jerry knelt beside her helping with
the seed planting going on so deftly
US Always seemed to know tile way to
be of actual assistance he
Irritating blunders She liked him
very much Indeed as a fine compan
ion to be trusted In his strength to be
honored n his stanch Integrity
spirit thought and purpose

Gardening he said I kind of
thought youd be a girl whodlike to
make things grow and add something
pretty to the world-

I have to
I know I know Sylvia just the

way it feels he answered Such a
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Shadow Fell on the Earth Where Sylvia Was Kneeling She Leoked Up

Quickly and Beheld Jerry Kirk
J f

flay as this I feel there aint any way
In the world for me to be happy fast
enough or to let out a half that crowds
Inside me here and he gave his char-
acteristic nudge to his breast I dont
know what to do a day like this to
keep from being a boy
barefoot and ragged and whistling

Dunny has taken off his shoes and
stockings she sold I expect hell
cut his feet and tub his toes nil to
pieces

Do him good said Jerry Hows
his burro Jack

Why he seems to be cured and
as strong and lively as a cricket

Dunny wants to ride him but he cant
get Mr Flack to lead him around

Ill do It myself volunteered the
mountaineer Where Is

nowDown at Mr Flacks I think an-
swered Cylvia patting down the earth
with her dainty hands

Do you want me to wait inquired
Jerry suddenly excited by the thought
that she had almost spoken as If to
detain him at her side Shall I stay
here with you till he comes

Sylvia saw that his big rough hand
was trembling Her cheeks were rosily
burnii and her heart like Jerrys
Yas beating rapidly though not for a
similar reason

eilx she replied I have wanted
tcrpspeaia to you about a matter for

jJcrjjB agitation increased He
knew she must hear thestrokes of his

Wbat is it he said a little husk
91-

Mltsabput my father she told thin

agaIngoing
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looking ap and meeting bra gaze for-
a moment Ive wanted to ask you
Jerry whether he owned any propery-
or not after all his years of labor out
here in the mountains

The question meant a groat deal
mere to her than she wished the mast
to know Her was there-
fore considerable held is re-

straint
Jerry had hoped for and expected

something else Ho was disappointed-
to have her speak on a subject so

to his thoughts and yet he was
slightly relieved for she might have
been about to ask to be released rom
her promise

I ought to have brought that up
before he said But I never got
around to It someway perhaps be
cause there aint a lot to say

Then he didnt have a thing
she said and at the thought her face
somewhat paled

aint so much exactly
that he explained as it Is that no
body seems to know He was killed-
so suddenly he didnt get a chance to
talk about aflirs and he only bad
about enough money around to he
buried on In fact the boys helped
out on that a little and has
ever turned up since to show what he
might have been doing in the way of
getting hold of property

Jerry himself tad been the one who
helped out with money for Weavers

funeral and of this the girl had a hint
through her keen intuition She was
disappointed now however by Jerrys
reply She had so fervently

might be something on which
she and Dunny could rely for a little
Independence

for-
eign
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She JIM chafed with Impatience to

Jerry oifnotiiHy now that her heart
woo reftdMnar to reopond to his wishes
Sin fek under iiafar obligations than
before

Then he Mt leave a tainsi
aba r eriad Ha put m aU hit time

vcally dont Hal as if he eouM
have botm like that tola Jerry n-

mred Be worked good ant
head he never wasted kill money

of foottabneoc toot Henry
wa a elM mnnthad man Grlvla
wan w me TV thovyht all nleng-
ther amfbt be nmofhlnr turn vs
utter an-

EHit there baont bees aaytblne
sbe aid in a f of heiniaoaneos-
be few She aUndtng
Pit an so was be

rDwft feel harsh bo beced her
tenderly Your fatter war a mighty
good even if be did think Ca
was wtee tIM slew nor buatbwos that Ievr was or cooJd be Sylvia Se nay
May left some inmrmatlaa with
Oafs but if be did my paitaar
weft to talk It over IM nak him
shoat it anyway

She felt that Jerrr was holding out-
a hope that he himself was aware was
unreHatolft A akia to

to think her father oouM
have been so utterly improvident
formed for a moment in nor mind

TIteR she swiftly felt ashamed of
tills and yearned over the father who
bad lest Us life bore alone so
misty years and dym hero at
last so far away front VXe end home
and ohUdreR

Mother ceulont eadttrre this
or the loneliness the said by-

way of excuse for t fe who bad
gone back But isf Henry Weav-
er to work out e It nraflot
really all her au tM

It wasnt anybodys fault
Jerry who uodoratood sad

knew the way to give herr comfort
So I wouldat worry Sylvia not

while youve got little unny aad
and seeds to plant mad aU the

Heres Danny coa kg now
answered And hes pot a sore toe
already

Danny was angling energedostty
He ne more then saw term of
Jerry however than be rot toward
him with a nae Uo JOT
wounded foot fOH Jury I out tier toe tilt Tld
fixed It all up butty with tebMtoor aura
a rag be called u beytoh prtde aa
he darted in at

Look wba lots r and
he halted hid It up as it it had
been a gem of prtcfk M worth

Gotty said Jerry
in adaatraifea that know wns better
than a balm

Tid can fix up anything aa

aU takfteg frost
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lyMtncet the wall adveatsirer Bui
he wont take me Tiding oa my don
k r

Wail you come along with me
Well aee about that donkey aa-
swered hearty mount ameer any tak-
ing up the little chap bo fate the stout
little arm go tmoUneiy about his

heaven welled in We heart
Sylvia watched the two as Jetty

strode away Her eyes abruptly fliied
The brightfaced Dnnny turned
sad smiled upon her from his perch

Jerry knows how he calkJerry going to give me
Jerry pave then everything j r

it was to whose they owed the very i

of thir happtoaca out here in uu
Western world so duce to nature
to God Row peed be was and gener-
ous and conUorUngl A teaderne
toward him the tons almost love
crept upon Syivia quietly

I ought to marry Mm after V
she told heeseIC i gesso that calmed
her natmre Poor oner

A faint and tender bnnpin M as new
as a babe stoic throughout i r
hennas

CHAPTER XI
DUXNT HAS AK ADV iTLKK
That next bright week of suuamer

days and evening was a happy Uiue
for ttttSe Danny and tor Jerry eJ
Sylvia felt heraett drifting MO

along in her ncwor woieoroe ot UJB
thought of marrytaa Jetty that je
could not escape the apt that natal
was weaving over alt tar living worij

And yet there was mooting mucu iaai
was different Jerry was keepmt ui
word eonceruing further talk upvi ije
subject of his igreffmont with
and this made Keg aQae him the mOl
His eyes were brightor than ever uw

tore his ruddy face was glowing UKB

a mirror oT his heart
Youth seemed nartling upon fun

day by day His teengray iiir awl

color attributes to ui u
without roUtkm to age He
rigocoec Tliilonit full ot energy A
splendid example of mountain maur
hood
Had be only known it these wee

toe days when his ardor should ltve
bees unlfeahfd He was growing
easy to iov j near he snMit
with ttttte Dunny ttillng him
or tiding him gnyty about oa the
mended hnrre enooand hiss to OytmKm
heart add save him a arm r hold
upon nor

He bad bought a tiny saddle aJ4
bridle for the donkey and these little
IMinay ovoid menage to put upou h s
Jack all by hbncett The big man

and the burro could come upon Sylvia
wandering happily about like wood-
land sylph among the trees ot the
canyon At nude a mom out was
prone to tell the ttttl rider to guide
fete donkey boat by himoalf while be
and Sytvte watched torn together

At some web moment he should
boldly have taken the pros wine
hand BO often near Ms own and
poured out a little o the KB within
heart for nature was mentoring a hail
of his wooing those times anti sxaH-
tode was dotes almost as much and
Syivia frequently trembled at din vary

foaling But he did not speak I Ms

waiting for the passing of the
he had told her she should have

a curtain Wednesday noon
news was brought to Tamarack of
stage robbery committed the day

with extraordinary daring and
boldness on the mountaia read sense
twenty miles from 3fltstt on the
summit Fund belonging to Kick
Craig intended for their op
eratione had b ea takes from b
messenger the express company had
sent a force of atea to scour the kills
for the desperadoes and ex
towns across the border of Narad
toot also at Httteita as welL

Craig had sent special word to
Jerry reqt riag his presence at
summit at once to x cotafce

arrangements for working oaol
taLJerry bade a baaty soedby te Syl-

via and Dunny riding oa borsebaek to
the boucle for the purpose

urn be hook as soon as possible he
said and they saw him gallop away

Tm going to ride like that OR my
donkey some of these times an
nounced little funny in admiration
Thats really truly rMiogl
Sylvia kissed hm impulsively
You lice Jerrr dont yes lost
Too bet answered

pbaticatty He says Tin his part
Would you like to be his paid nil

the time She was rosily tnleilat
as she asked the question

said her unsuspecting little
brother

I I dont I so she
laughed in some confusion

Maybe they donft she acraed
more to herself than to kiss
maybe they can learn

She was glad to find she genu-
ine regret at Jerrys departure
had grown la the way that permitted
her to see the splendid

In him sUIt to see the honesty
and tenderness that must have

him to her father appeared
last to be approximating the Jerry

she had more than half created from
the letters and the picture that had
once presented the nil of the
that be presented from t-

tanee
She had wanted from the first te toe

honest herself and to keep her
tee Her scruples now were sat
and satisfaction of her nature would
come a little later she felt convinced
She sang a little at her work m the

den aer hear was at test so thor-
oughly in tune with all the joys of
burgeoning summer that happmeea
otiose for its natural companion

Meantime little was i

skive to the his
oa the burro under

charge was a vanished
Moreover Jerry might be gone for
several days and what if a
should forget the to saddle up a
donkey or to clamber on its back
or to steer with the reins la a
childish alarm at 2 bare
ties the little i un proceeded at
for service

To Be Continued Rest Sunday
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